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Showing Up for Racial Justice Santa Barbara Stands in Solidarity with The Movement for
Black Lives, the Black Lives Matter Global Network, and Black Lives Matter Santa Barbara

Police killed 1,099 people in 2019. There were only 27 days in the entire 2019 calendar year
during which police did not kill someone. 99% of killings by police from 2013-2019 have not
resulted in officers being charged with a crime. Black people are three times more likely to get
killed by police than white people (https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/).

Today as we mourn the deaths of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, we do not forget the
thousands of other souls who have perished at the hands of abusive police officers, just within our
own lifetimes. On our watch. The failure of police departments across the nation to put reasonable
and responsible safety protocols in place that protect our community from the abuse and misuse
of power is negligent and unacceptable.

Showing Up for Racial Justice joins The Movement for Black Lives, the Black Lives Matter Global
Network, and Black Lives Matter Santa Barbara to demand an end to this willful negligence and
the abuse of power it encourages, which has been systematically and strategically directed at
communities of color, and black people in particular, since the beginning of policing in America.

We stand in solidarity with Black Lives Matter Santa Barbara and organizers across the country in
their demands. We demand acknowledgement and accountability for the devaluation and
dehumanization of Black life at the hands of the police.

If you don’t understand why people are outraged or you disagree with their reactions, then you are
missing information. We ask that you listen and seek to understand the cumulative history that
has brought us to this moment, and so many others like it.

We call upon our entire community to make the following agreements along with us today and to
commit to them for the long haul, not just as a temporary reaction to be quickly forgotten as the
news cycle shifts to other events.

1. I will not tell black people how to feel, protest, or mourn.
2. I will be a voice and advocate in ending police brutality against black people
3. I will listen to and beleive the voices and experiences of black people.
4. I will not rest until government-sanctioned police violence is abolished.

For more information please visit Mapping Police Violence. To join this movement google search
The Movement for Black Lives.

Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) is a national network of groups and individuals working to undermine
white supremacy and to work toward racial justice. Through community organizing, mobilizing, and education,
SURJ moves white people to act as part of a multi-racial majority for justice with passion and accountability.
SURJ SB is the Santa Barbara Chapter of SURJ National. ###
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Police killed 1,099 people in 2019.
There were only 27 days in 2019 during which police did not kill someone.
99% of killings by police from 2013-2019 have not resulted in officers being charged with a crime.
Black people are three times more likely to get killed by police than white people.
(https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/).

The following are policies that result in significantly fewer deaths at the hands of police:

● Requiring officers to use all other means before shooting
● Requiring all use of force be reported
● Banning chokeholds and strangleholds
● Having a “use of force continuum”
● Requiring de-escalation strategies first
● Requiring duty to intervene if another officer used excessive force
● Restricting shooting at moving vehicles
● Requiring warning before shooting

For more information please visit Mapping Police Violence.
To join this movement google search The Movement for Black Lives and sign up.
If you’d like to get involved in racial justice locally contact us at sbsurj@gmail.com.
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